
NEW CHINESE ATLAS OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS

East View Cartographic (EVC) is pleased to offer the most authoritative atlas of China in
years. The just-published PPeeooppllee’’ss  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  CChhiinnaa  AAttllaass  ooff  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  DDiivviissiioonnss is
essential for academic and public libraries of all sizes. If you only acquire one atlas of
China for your collection, consider this publication. It is by far the most important,
authoritative, and useful for the serious user. 

International boundaries are often the subject of intense controversy but few are aware
that provincial borders in China have long been subject to disputes and uncertainty. For
over 3000 years the boundaries of many provinces and other territorial units have been
unclear, even within China. This situation has cost human lives even in modern times. 

Responding to the great demand of Chinese officials at all levels, the PPeeooppllee’’ss  RReeppuubblliicc
ooff  CChhiinnaa  AAttllaass  ooff  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  DDiivviissiioonnss  clarifies thousands of political-administrative
boundaries (provincial, prefectural, county and township), and standardizes tens of
thousands of geographic names. It represents a major advance in the contemporary
mapping of China. Previous atlases show up to 80 percent of internal borders in a
schematic, rough way because of border controversies. 

The detail in this atlas is stunning and is based on the culmination of years of intensive fieldwork. All boundaries depicted are gen-
erated from actual field surveys conducted from 1995 to 2002. There are hundreds of detailed maps of provinces, counties, and
cities. All are based on a clearly-identified set of authoritative source materials, including (for the first time ever) China's new
national digital GIS databases at 1:250,000 and 1:1,000,000 scales. 

Measuring 30 x 42 cm, this atlas includes hundreds of maps of
China's 34 provincial (sheng) units, 333 prefectures (shi/di),
2,862 counties (xian) and about 40,000 townships (xiang),
clearly showing their boundaries, geographic names, and
related information. The provincial, prefectural, and county
boundaries are current as of June 2005; the township bound-
aries are current as of December 2004. 

The atlas also includes three major indexes: 

•• A clear hierarchy of the political-administrative structure of
China down to the township level 

•• An index of unique and rarely-encountered Chinese char-
acters and their pinyin equivalents, with a pronunciation
guides.

•• A general index of over 30,000 names 

The atlas is jointly published by the Ministry of Civil Affairs,
the State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping and SinoMaps
Press (China Cartographic Publishing House). 
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1:1,000,000 SCALE MAPS OF CHINA

Also available from East View Cartographic is  the PPeeooppllee’’ss  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  CChhiinnaa  11::11,,000000,,000000  SSccaallee  MMaapp,
a complete volume of 1:1,000,00 scale maps for the entire country. The national boundaries in
these maps are depicted according to the 1:4,000,000 Topographic Map of the People's Republic
of China, published by SinoMaps Press (China Cartographic Publishing House) in 1989.
Administration and political division information is current as of December, 1995. 
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